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News Release

Refresco closes two deals to expand its business
Dordrecht, The Netherlands, 18 March 2009. During last weeks, Refresco, European market leader in production of private label fruit juices and soft drinks, signed two agreements. In The Netherlands the deal to acquire the soft drinks production site of Bavaria in Hoensbroek, known as Schiffers Food, was closed. In Spain a final agreement was achieved to closely cooperate with Leche Pascual in their Zumos Pascual production site. With these two deals Refresco confirms its Buy & Build strategy.
After signing the intentions to close both deals in the second half of last year, preparations for both deals were started and took place during the course of last year and the first months of 2009.
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Schiffers Food

In The Netherlands Refresco acquires the soft drinks production site of Bavaria located in Hoensbroek, offering the opportunity to broaden its existing product-portfolio and to better serve the market. The production location employs over 60 people and will become part of the business unit Refresco Benelux, which with the acquisition now comprises four production locations in: Bodegraven, Maarheeze, Ninove (B) and Hoensbroek. In the Refresco Group the business unit Refresco Benelux is unique by offering a complete product portfolio, ranging from fruit drinks and juices to water, ice tea and energy drinks in all kinds of packaging in cans, carton and PET. The acquisition of Schiffers Food adds more production capacity in PET and water wells for an even more balanced spread in the product portfolio. Its geographical location allows for a closer proximity to customers in The Netherlands, Belgium and Germany. 
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Zumos Pascual
In Spain Refresco has reached an agreement to closely cooperate with Zumos Pascual, part of Grupo Leche Pascual. Zumos Pascual’s plant in Palma del Río employs over 100 people. Refresco will rent this factory –excluding the fresh orange juice (NFC) pressing area and activities– to produce and pack Zumos Pascual juices and fruit drinks on site. To increase its existing production capacity, Refresco will add additional production lines and activities to the plant to supply other customers in Spain and Portugal. Finally the companies have agreed that Refresco yearly purchases a substantial volume of NFC orange juice produced by Zumos Pascual in Palma del Río.
European platform of fruit juice and soft drink manufacturers
Refresco, specialist in manufacturing fruit juices and soft drinks for retail private label and A-label, sees prospects in the agreed upon deals. “This is a big step forward in our Buy and Build strategy. It enables us to broaden our product-portfolio in two major European regions and gives us the needed production capacity to keep pace with our growing business. Our mission is to form a European platform of fruit juice and soft drink manufacturers. The two agreements will improve our service to regional customers. Meanwhile our businesses can profit from an extended Refresco network,” says Hans Roelofs, CEO Refresco.
Refresco

Refresco is European market leader of fruit juice and soft drink production for retail private label and leading in contract manufacturing for (inter)national A-brands. Since the establishment in 2000, the company has grown to 20 production sites in 8 countries across Europe with more than 2,200 employees. In 2007 Refresco realized a turnover of €951million. The expected turnover for 2008 is €1.25 billion. Refresco is building a European platform of manufacturers of fruit juices and soft drinks. The Refresco Holding is housed in Dordrecht, The Netherlands.

For more info, please visit: www.refresco.com
Bavaria N.V. 
As an independent family brewery Bavaria holds an unique position on the international beer market. For seven generations, the company has been managed by the Swinkels family. In addition to the Lieshout brewery, Bavaria works closely together with beer brewery De Koningshoeven (La Trappe). As the company has two malting plants of its own, the entire brewery process takes place in-house. Bavaria is the only large brewer in the Netherlands who brews its beer using pure, natural mineral waters from its own springs. This characterises Bavaria’s key philosophy: a constant high quality of its beers. Of the six million hectolitres of beer produced annually in the Brabant-based organisation, nearly 70% is destined for foreign markets. Today, people in over one hundred countries enjoy Bavaria beer. www.bavaria.nl
Grupo Leche Pascual
Grupo Leche Pascual is a Spanish family company, leader in quality and innovation in the food sector. Founded in 1969 the company has gone in a short period of time from a single-product enterprise to its present diversification of more than 300 product references, 22 production centres and over 4,500 employees. Grupo Leche Pascual main areas of activity are production, distribution and commercialisation of milk, yogurts and other dairy products, juices, breakfast cereals, mineral water, egg derivatives, soft drinks and animal feed.

For more info, please visit: www.lechepascual.com
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